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Students assemble on the stairs of the Titan Student Union for the Associated Students town hall. 


SWANA students call 
for a seat at the table 


The Southwest Asian and 
North African community 
lacks a resource center. 


JESSICA BENDA 


Editor 
DIANA TRAN 
Asst. Editor 
Students and allies of the 
Southwest Asian and North 


African community took to the 
Associated Students’ town hall 
to voice their discontent with the 
lack of resources and recognition 
from the university in a peaceful 
demonstration yesterday. 

“The reason we're here is to 
show the institutions that SWA- 
NA students are here. We ex- 
ist, and our identities and pres- 
ence have been pushed under the 


rug for far too long,” said Hanin 
Sharif before the town hall. 

Lulu Halisi, diversity chair of 
the SWANA club, said the orga- 
nization aims to build broader 
communities, recognize the re- 
gion’s multiculturalism and build 
solidarity around similar expe- 
riences of racialization and dis- 
crimination in the U.S. 
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Parking and 
tuition among 
campus concerns 


A panel of student leaders 
addressed questions at 
Wednesday's town hall. 


TALIA CANTLEY 


EMMA DAPKUS 
Staff Writers 


On top of ongoing pressure 
by student activists to recog- 
nize a space on campus for 
Southwest Asian North Af- 
rican students, student body 
government leaders also grap- 
pled with key campus issues 
like parking and rising tuition 
costs. 

Elected officials from Asso- 
ciated Students, Inc. held their 
second town hall of the school 
year Wednesday, and they in- 
vited students and activists 
to share their concerns at the 
Titan Student Union Grand 
Stairs. 

Students from the SWANA 
community demonstrated with 
signs, flags from their coun- 
tries and questions about how 
ASI plans to support them and 
their cultures. 

Most of the students who 
spoke at the town hall pressed 


the student body leaders on 
how they were working to sup- 
port their requests for an in- 
ter-club council and resource 
center for SWANA-identifying 
students on campus. 


Jessica Rodriguez, a Cal 
State Fullerton student at- 
tending the town hall, was 


surprised to see the SWANA 
demonstration as she had not 
realized that the students lack 
a meeting place of their own. 

“Tm glad they came in be- 
cause I didn’t realize that was 
a real issue until I saw them 
talk about it. They just want 
a safe space for them to feel 
comfortable to be around oth- 
er people — to be around oth- 
er like-minded people,” Rodri- 
guez said. 

Chief Campus Relations Of- 
ficer Claire Jenkins addressed 
an inquiry regarding the AB 
1460 bill, which serves to raise 
the upper-division ethnic stud- 
ies requirement. ASI explained 
how this proposal would help 
unify the campus through ed- 
ucating students about diverse 
groups. 
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Baseball gears up for postseason 


The Titans kick off the 
2020 season with a three- 
game series at Stanford. 


EMMA DAPKUS 
Staff Writer 


The stadium lights shine 
bright as the sun begins to set at 
Goodwin Field on a crisp Tues- 
day evening. 

The sound of clinking bats and 
shouts from the outfield can only 
mean one thing — batting prac- 
tice is in full swing, and mem- 
bers of the Cal State Fullerton 
baseball team are taking turns 
rotating through home plate for 
their chance at bat. 

The Titans are hard at work 
preparing for their season open- 
er against No. 17 Stanford in a 
three-game series in Palo Alto 
over Valentine’s Day weekend. 

“Stanford’s always a tough 
competition. They’re always a 
really good team and very com- 
petitive. It’s always good games 
in a series when we play against 
them,” said sophomore catcher 
Kameron Guangorena. 

Guangorena, who was a stand- 
out in his first year with the team 
last season, appeared in 50 out of 
53 games. In 13 of those games, 
he was the starting catcher. He is 
one example of a strong under- 
classmen who will help give the 
Titans necessary experience be- 
hind the plate. 

When asked what the biggest 
challenge will be against Stan- 
ford, head coach Rick Vander- 
hook credited the Cardinal’s 
experience but he said that Ful- 
lerton has their own returners 
who have had plenty of time to 


WHAT’S 


recover during the off-season. 

“They're new, were new, 
they have a little more experi- 
ence on the mound with a few 
guys who have pitched a little 
bit more than ours, but we’ve got 
some guys coming back who’ve 
been banged up in the fall,” said 
Vanderhook. 

Since the Titans have been fo- 
cusing on their team’s work eth- 
ic and strategy going into this 
season, they aren’t too wor- 
ried about facing the Cardinal. 
Vanderhook is certain that ev- 
ery member of the team knows 
what is expected of them. A big 
part of that expectation is un- 
derstanding how to control their 
own game without worrying too 
much about the other team. 

“We don’t totally play to the 
opponent; we play the game, so 
we're trying to figure out how to 
play what we want to play during 
parts of the game,” Vanderhook 
said. 

It was an uphill battle for the 
Titans to recover towards the 
end of league play, and they 
rounded out the 2019 season 
with an overall record just one 
game above .500. 

For the first time in 27 years, 
the Titans failed to make a post- 
season appearance in the NCAA 
tournament, which came as 
quite a shock to the baseball 
community. 

The last time Fullerton failed 
to make a postseason appear- 
ance was in 1991, but they found 
themselves competing in the na- 
tional championship in Omaha 
the following season. The Titans 
are hoping for a similar outcome 
this year. 

“We worked a lot harder, 


changed how we went about 
things and did what we can to 
make sure it doesn’t repeat it- 
self,’ Guangorena said. 

According to projections from 
a Big West Preseason Coach- 
es Poll, Dl Baseball and Per- 
fect Game, the team is already 
a favorite to win the Big West 
Championship. Additionally, D1 
Baseball ranked junior pitcher 
Tanner Bibee as the No. 4 con- 
ference prospect to be picked up 
in the MLB 2020 Draft. 

“I don’t really feel pressure. 
Mentally, it’s not that bad. I 
think every year I’ve been here, 
we’ve been a favorite in the Big 
West. I’m excited. I want to win. 


I want to go in there and win and 
make a statement,” said Bibee. 

D1 Baseball also named pitch- 
er Michael Weisberg and infield- 
er Brett Borgogno the No. 7 and 
No. 11 conference prospects for 
the draft, respectively. 

Although they are primari- 
ly focused on their first match 
against the Cardinal, the Titans 
recognize they have some stiff 
competition throughout the en- 
tirety of the conference season. 

“Tm going to guess that Cal 
Poly, Irvine, Santa Barbara — 
probably those teams are the 
biggest competition. There’s al- 
ways gonna be Long Beach. 
They're always tough just 


return 


because they’re our rivals. The 
whole conference is going to 
be a grind just to get through,” 
Bibee said. 

All projections aside, the Ti- 
tans plan to take it one game 
at a time as they head into this 
2020 baseball season, and they 
are committed to proving what it 
means to be a Titan. 

“This team — this year — we 
did everything we can to prepare 
the best we can, so if all goes 
right, we won’t have to worry. 
It’1] happen,” Guangorena said. 

CSUF’s first game against 
Stanford is scheduled in Palo 
Alto on Friday, Feb. 14 at 6:05 
p.m. 
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Kameron Guangorena swings against San Diego State University at Goodwin Field on April 14. 


The “American dream” is not affordable for many 


The U.S. is full of many op- 
portunities but cut short by 
lack of resources and wealthy 
connections. 
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Unusual places to spice 


it up this Valentine’s Day 
From ghost hunting at the 
Queen Mary to doing yoga with 
cats, here are six places to 
explore romance this Friday. 
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2 News 


A recap of the Impeachment 
inquiry and acquittal of 
President Trump. 


BRANDON KILLMAN 
Asst. Editor 


Though President Donald 
Trump was acquitted on both arti- 
cles of impeachment, he still stands 
as one of three presidents in the 
history of the United States to be 
impeached. This lengthy saga saw 
significant displays of political the- 
ater as tensions rose between Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans. 

On Dec. 18, 2019, the Demo- 
crat-controlled house voted, 230- 
197, in favor of Trump’s impeach- 
ment. The case was then moved 
to the Republican majority Senate 
to determine whether or not to re- 
move Trump from office. The ar- 
ticles of impeachment were then 
walked to the Senate by foot. 
During the Senate trial, the call for 
witnesses to testify failed. 

“If he’s acquitted, honestly, I 
would be disappointed. It’s more 
disappointing that we just didn’t 
get to see the witnesses,” said An- 
drew Levy, president of the College 
Democrats of CSUF. 

The vote was largely partisan, 
with only one Republican, Mitt 
Romney, voting to convict the pres- 
ident for an abuse of power. 

“T don’t think most Democrats 


thought he was going to be re- 
moved from office. They just 
thought, number one, that it was the 
right thing to do, and number two, 
a lot of their base wanted it,” said 
Rob Robbinson, associate profes- 
sor of political science at Cal State 
Fullerton, hours before the Senate 
voted for removal. “Republicans, I 
think, will be happy that it’s over 
and that he was acquitted.” 

Jake Mansur, president of the 
CSUF Republicans, said the im- 
peachment was a waste of time and 
money. 

“Tt’s really just taking away from 
the time that Congress could be 
passing legislation and doing oth- 
er things that can help us,’ Mans- 
ur said. 

It all started with a phone call to 
president of Ukraine, Volodymyr 
Zelensky, which Trump described 
as a “perfect call” throughout the 
impeachment inquiry and trials. 

However, the opposition said 
that Trump’s actions leading up to 
the phone call were an attempt to 
alter the 2020 elections by digging 
up dirt on political opponent, Joe 
Biden. No evidence of wrongdo- 
ing by the Bidens has been uncov- 
ered, according to the Washington 
Post. 

The call with Ukraine was 
placed on July 25, 2019, and it last- 
ed a total of 30 minutes. What fol- 
lowed was four months of news 
coverage, televised testimony and 


heated debate within the split par- 
ty system. 

“Most of the breathless daily 
coverage is repetitive, and worse, 
entirely predictable. Lots of com- 
mentary, but not much new. It re- 
minds me of the turn of the 20th 
century period of yellow journal- 
ism. Empty calories,” said Phillip 
Gianos, a former political science 
professor at CSUF, about the me- 
dia coverage during impeachment 
hearings and testimonies. 

At the center of the impeach- 
ment controversy was $391 mil- 
lion in withheld military aid to 
Ukraine, an ally to the United 
States, to assist its border war with 
Russia. These funds were speculat- 
ed to be the leverage in Trump’s at- 
tempts to gain information on the 
Bidens. 

The first person to know about 
the hold on military aid was Lt. 
Col. Alexander Vindman, who be- 
came aware of the dealings on July 
3. At the time, Vindman was the 
Ukrainian expert of the National 
Security Council, but he was re- 
moved from his post two days af- 
ter Trump was acquitted of the im- 
peachment charges, according to 
Politico. 

Vindman testified before the 
House Intelligence Committee in 
November, revealing his knowl- 
edge of the held military aid. 

In his call with Ukrainian pres- 
ident, Trump said, “I would like 
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Political parties create U.S. history 


you to do us a favor,’ prompting 
critics to say the call involved a 
quid pro quo. 

It was confirmed that a staff 
member from the White House Of- 
fice of Management and Budget 
signed a document that officially 
withheld Ukraine’s military aid di- 
rectly after the phone call in which 
Trump asked Zelenskyy to look 
into the Bidens’ business affairs. 

White House acting Chief of 
Staff Mick Mulvaney later admit- 
ted to a quid pro quo in a press 
briefing on Oct. 17, 2019, stating 
“We do that all the time with for- 
eign policy,” according to CNN. 

A whistleblower complaint dat- 
ed Aug. 12, 2019 was filed by an 
unidentified CIA officer alleg- 
ing misconduct during the call on 
July 25, according to government 
documents. 

“Is anybody dumb enough to be- 
lieve that I would say something 
inappropriate with a foreign leader 
while on such a potentially ‘heavi- 
ly populated’ call,’ Trump tweeted 
out in September of last year. 

On Sept. 24, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi announced that the 
House would move forward with 
an official impeachment inquiry. 

“In America, no one is above 
the law,” said New York Congress- 
man Hakeem Jefferies during the 
announcement. 

Two days later, the House Intel- 
ligence Committee finally released 


a redacted version of the whis- 
tleblower complaint. 

In October, the house voted, 232- 
196, to proceed with setting proce- 
dures for the impeachment inquiry. 
Then, on Nov. 13, a series of public 
hearings ensued. 

In the thick of the testimonies, 
Gordon Sondland, former U.S. am- 
bassador to the European Union, 
testified that there was a quid pro 
quo involved in the phone call. 
Sonland was removed from his 
position along with Lt. Col. Vind- 
man two days after the acquittal 
vote, according to the New York 
Times. 

Trump tweeted “WITCH 
HUNT!” in December, shortly af- 
ter Pelosi and other House commit- 
tee chairs announced two articles 
of impeachment against Trump: 
abuse of power and obstruction of 
justice. The House Judiciary Com- 
mittee approved the two articles. 

Although President Trump was 
not removed from office, he still 
holds the title of one of only three 
presidents to be impeached in U.S. 
history. 

Democrats will have anoth- 
er opportunity to remove Trump 
from office in the upcoming 2020 
election. 

“T think the best thing to do 
would be to move on from it and 
unite behind the presidential candi- 
date. Get ready for this 2020 elec- 
tion,” Levy said. 
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Activism: Advocates seek recognition at CSUF 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

Members and allies of the 
SWANA community came pre- 
pared with signs, flags and ques- 
tions as they entered as a group 
and scattered around the stairs 
of the Titan Student Union. In 
a question-and-answer session, 
supporters questioned the ASI 
student panel about the lack of a 
resource center and the absence 
of general support for the SWA- 
NA community on campus. 

“This is my third semester 
at Cal State Fullerton, and not 
once did I ever feel accepted 
by the campus because there 
is no representation,’ SWA- 
NA member Angela Jwijat said. 
“SWANA is such a wide com- 
munity on campus. Wherever 
you go, you find people speak- 
ing Arabic — people of differ- 
ent regions — so why can’t we 
have this one center that sup- 
ports us? This one center that 
makes us feel like we belong on 
campus.” 

ASI President Aaron Aguilar, 
one of the panelists, was empa- 
thetic to the students but said 
there would have to be further 


discussions before 
could be guaranteed. 

“I wish I could promise you 
all some money, but the real- 
ity is, I can’t do that until we 
continue to have those conver- 
sations,’ Aguilar said. “I be- 
lieve it starts with meeting with 
SWANA exec. board and other 
folks that want to be a part of 
this conversation and making 
this resource center happen.” 

Aguilar reiterated the need 
for further conversations 
throughout the meeting but 
said SWANA’s demonstration 
wouldn’t be forgotten. 

The responses from the panel 
drew criticism from some stu- 
dents who wanted to see action 
rather than words. 

“Everytime one of us asks 
the question that we really care 
about and we all showed up for, 
what I’m noticing is that you 
all are using language where 
it’s like, ‘We’ll talk about it’ or 
“We'll figure it out,’ and honest- 
ly, it sounds like a politician to 
me,” Yasmine Abo-Shadi said. 

Halisi said they are request- 
ing that ASI pass a resolution 


anything 
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by the end of the spring se- 
mester to begin implementing 
a permanent resource center 
and provide SWANA students 
a temporary space in_ the 
meantime. 

Currently, the SWANA com- 
munity is grouped with the 
Asian Pacific American Re- 
source Center. Sharif thanked 
APARC for sharing their space 
but noted that they are two dif- 
ferent regions with distinct lan- 
guages and cultures. 

“It is unfair for us to take 
space from students in order to 
make space for ourselves,” she 
said. 

Douglas Kurtz, ASI’s board 
of trustees chair, suggested 
a way in which the SWANA 
club could have a more com- 
fortable communal space while 
a resource center was being 
discussed. 

“TI highly recommend ap- 
plying for an office space in 
the TSU,’ said Kurtz. “That’s 
one short term option to get 
space.” 

Lorren Baker, ASI board of 
directors chair, said she was 


happy to see the turnout of 
SWANA students and want- 
ed their input when drafting a 
resolution. 

“I need the help and support 
of the actual SWANA com- 
munity to be able to write it. 
I can’t write something about 
the SWANA community be- 
cause it’s not my place. I can 
only speculate so much,” Baker 
said. “I’m incredibly happy that 
they came out and stood up for 
themselves and made it really 
clear to everyone.” 

Baker said that the LGBT 
Queer Resource Center was 
created out of student activ- 
ism, and that voices from the 
community helped build that 
center. 

Seleena Mukbel, public re- 
lations representative of the 
SWANA club, said she didn’t 
feel a sense of belonging during 
her first two years at CSUF 
since she didn’t know many 
people in her culture. 

“We do have a lot of faculty 
and staff after we’ve spoken up 
saying that they support us, and 
we love that, but we just want 


more action and initiatives and 
more actual institutionalized 
things passed so we could have 
the proper aid that we need,” 
Mukbel said. 

A student-run SWANA week 
was hosted last October with 
support from APARC. Sofie 
Leon, director of the Diversity 
Initiative and Resource Center, 
said the SWANA club did a fan- 
tastic job promoting the aware- 
ness event. 

“We’ve been there in a sup- 
port capacity helping students 
with just thinking through the 
planning process, but definite- 
ly the efforts were led by stu- 
dents,” Leon said. 

SWANA students and al- 
lies are calling for more sup- 
port and recognition from the 
university. 

“We are here to make it 
clear that we will no longer 
be overlooked at this school. 
We deserve a seat at the Ti- 
tan experience table, and most 
importantly, we want a CSUF 
that makes us feel at home, not 
makes us search for one,” Shar- 
if said. 
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News 3 


Congressional candidate comes to campus 


Republican Peggy Huang 
discusses why she wants to 
represent 45th district. 


JASON SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


Deputy state attorney gener- 
al and candidate for the 45th 
congressional district Peggy 
Huang is one of several Repub- 
licans looking to unseat incum- 
bent Democrat Katie Porter in 
the upcoming 2020 elections 
this November. 

“lm the only candidate 
that can beat Katie Porter be- 
cause I am the only candidate 
the Democrats have active- 
ly attacked since the day I an- 
nounced,” Huang told the Cal 
State Fullerton Republicans 
at the Titan Student Union on 
Tuesday. 

Fellow Republican 45th con- 
gressional district candidates 
Greg Raths and Don Sedgwick 
have already spoken to the club 
at earlier meetings said Jake 
Mansur, the club’s president. 

Huang detailed a proposal 
for tackling the student loan 
crisis that would provide tax 
incentives for businesses to in- 
clude student loan repayments 
in their benefit packages. 

“What we want to do is help 
you have more discretionary 
income,” Huang said. “Be- 
cause now, mortgage compa- 
nies look at student loans as 
one of things they consider for 
debt-to-income ratio, so it’s 
very important to help you to 
do that.” 

Huang also proposed remov- 
ing the caps on contribution 
amounts to Health Savings Ac- 
counts that were set by the Af- 
fordable Care Act. 

“No limitations on how much 
you can put in, as long as it’s 
for healthcare. There’s no lim- 
itation. What Obamacare did 
was put a cap on how much you 
can put in and plus what you 
can do with it,” Huang said. 

She said that this proposed 
change would help small busi- 
nesses and entrepreneurs. 

“Large corporations get tax 


breaks for buying health in- 
surance. If you are an entre- 
preneur or small business, you 
don’t get that tax break un- 
less you can use a vehicle like 
a Health Savings Account,” 
Huang said. 

She said that her prepared- 
ness and her willingness to 
answer questions will help 
her win the election. She add- 
ed that her experience living 
under an oppressive govern- 
ment motivated her run for 
congress. 

Huang is a Taiwanese immi- 
grant that came to the United 
States at age 7. Before immi- 
grating to the United States, her 
father was a pro-bono attorney 
for the Presbyterian church, 
and her family was under 
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surveillance by the Taiwanese 
government for his work with 
pro-democracy figures. 

“Our house was ransacked 
about that time. It was very 
scary,” Huang said. “Who else 
can talk about living under so- 
cialism than somebody who 
actually experienced what it’s 
like under the close watch of 
the government when you did 
nothing wrong?” 

Following her talk, Huang 
took questions from audience 
members on a variety of top- 
ics. One audience member 
asked her opinion of Governor 
Newsom. 

“Nothing is more frustrat- 
ing than to write a brief, ar- 
guing constitutional law why 
somebody’s conviction should 


be confirmed on appeal and 
then have the governor and the 
Democrats change the law mid 
way and, poof! They’re out,” 
Huang said. 

Regarding bipartisanship, 
Huang cited winning unani- 
mous support in her re-election 
as chair of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Association of Govern- 
ments Community, Econom- 
ic, & Human Development 
Committee. 

“I have worked for both 
Democrats and Republicans 
throughout my career, and I 
have found ways to work with 
them,” Huang said. 

Stephen Farmer, a CSUF stu- 
dent in the audience, said the 
primary is a long process, but 
he liked the answers he heard 
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from Huang. 

“In really local government, 
there is only so much you can 
do, but it leads to one more 
person working toward the 
right direction on some real- 
ly important issues,’ Farmer 
said. 

He added that the informa- 
tion provided by the candidate 
was beneficial for the youngest 
residents of the district. 

“Me, as a college student, re- 
ally appreciates her taking the 
time out of her assumedly busy 
schedule to come and talk to 
the students, the younger gen- 
eration and people who are the 
newest voters on the block. 
I just appreciate that some- 
one cares about our opinions,” 
Farmer said. 
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Peggy Huang, deputy state attorney and 45th congressional district candidate, spoke to the CSUF Republicans on Tuesday. 


Governance: 
ASI grapples with 
Titans’ grievances 
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“In short, it’s an ethnic studies 
requirement, but it’s a lot more 
than that. It’s ensuring that we’re 
being extremely inclusive, that 
students are being heard in what 
they want to learn about. That 
will contribute to them having a 
better campus environment and 
experience at their school,” Jen- 
kins said. 

While there was an emphasis 
on the SWANA discussion that 
took place during the meeting, 
the council covered other relevant 
topics as well. 

Regarding campus safety, stu- 
dents questioned the effectiveness 
of utilizing blue phones for safety 
escorts to parking lots in the eve- 
ning. There was interest in ensur- 
ing that communication with the 
campus police is open and that all 
students feel comfortable. 

A major topic repeatedly dis- 
cussed was the food pantry, 
which ASI president Aaron Agu- 
ilar said is in the early stages of 
development on campus. 

“We understand making some- 
thing like this a permanent re- 
source for our students on cam- 
pus when we consider so many 
of our students are CalGrant el- 
igible, low income and in need 
for a resource like this,’ Aguilar 
said. “This is something we have 
been really committed to making 
happen.” 

Out of the 22 Cal States, Fuller- 
ton is the only one without a per- 
manent food pantry available to 
students. Aguilar acknowledged 
that as the largest CSU with a stu- 
dent body of nearly 40,000 stu- 
dents, food resources are in need 


of redevelopment. 

There were also concerns 
raised about the increase of the 
cost of tuition and parking passes. 
Aguilar explained that the CSU 
system has not decided one way 
or another on the issue. 

“At the moment, there’s no firm 
or solid increase in tuition that is 
happening,” Aguilar said. “In re- 
gards to the parking permit in- 
crease, that’s once again a deli- 
cate subject because it’s not like 
we can reverse the structure. Its 
about 75% of the way done. In 
terms of what I think we can do 
to help students with that $325, 
the idea we talked about is some 
sort of payment plan, so almost 
like a monthly subscription mod- 
el. It takes off that big upfront 
cost.” 

Many proposed ASI projects 
cannot be completed until council 
member elections are complete. 

“A lot of what we do on the 
board of trustees are multi-year 
projects — projects that started 
before our terms and projects that 
will go on long after our terms 
before it’s actually done,’ Agui- 
lar said. 

At the conclusion of the town 
hall, Aguilar assured that even 
though the current council has 
limited time left in office, the next 
set of leaders would have clear 
transitional materials to continue 
unfinished projects. 

“That’s our responsibility as 
student leaders. We hear you,” 
Aguilar said. “Hear the ac- 
tions we are taking, and even if 
we can’t get it done in the next 
90 days, it’s going to go to next 
year’s leadership team.” 
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Networking 


It is up to Americans to 
break exclusive circles 
and balance differences. 


ELIZA GREEN 
Asst. Editor 


The U.S. is often deemed 
the land of opportunity where 
everyone has the chance to 
achieve the American dream. 

While this view of capitalism 
is a nice, albeit gullible, senti- 
ment, factors such as education, 
trends of homogenous relation- 
ships, accessibility to resourc- 
es and emotional support trans- 
form that sentiment into an idea 
only daydreamers have. 

Even though finding success 
in America’s capitalistic cul- 
ture is often represented as a 
long-distance race where those 
who are skilled and work hard 
are able to get ahead, we also 
have to take into account the 
fact that nobody starts on a lev- 
el playing field. 

While some come from back- 
grounds that set them up to suc- 
ceed with ease, others come 
with inherited obstacles that 
can be physically and emotion- 
ally draining. 

One of the central ways 
this disproportion can be ob- 
served is through education. In 
wealthy families, there is more 
access to not only better school 
systems, but tutors and emo- 
tional support. These circum- 
stances often allow students to 
focus solely on their academics, 
worry-free. 

Adding financial stability on 
top of that, these benefits give 
students a higher likelihood of 
getting into top universities. Of- 
tentimes, powerful family and 
community connections can en- 
sure this, regardless of the pre- 
vious academic success of the 
student. 

The recent college admis- 
sions scandals demonstrate the 
ways that power and wealth dis- 
proportionately benefit certain 
students. 

The homogenous nature of 
many relationships and connec- 
tions perpetuates this problem. 
The reality is that the U.S., in 
many ways, is still segregated 
in many ways. 

Americans tend to interact 
predominantly with others who 
share their ethnicity, religion, 
social status and education lev- 
el. This magnifies the divide 
between those in different so- 
cio-economic groups and fails 
to offer equal opportunities to 
racial minorities and women. 

For example, the issue of 
inequality for women in the 
workplace is affected by this 
homogeneous networking. 
The primary communities for 
stay-at-home mothers in the 
1960s were other mothers and 
neighbors. 

This only raised the barriers 
through segregated housing but 
also did not allow women the 
same networking opportunities 
as men. Men were consistently 
— and still are — given more 
career opportunities due to con- 
nections they hold as a result of 
higher social mobility. 

While many Americans do 
not have the malicious goal of 
perpetuating homogenous ten- 
dencies, it is something that 
will not stop on its own; there- 
fore, a very intentional effort 
must be made. We often make 
little effort to push ourselves 
out of the comfort zone of our 
own communities and perspec- 
tives, consequently making it 
difficult to connect with people 
who are different from us. 

So how can our nation move 
past this? It is not a simple task, 
as these divisions have been 
embedded within the U.S. for 
centuries. But if we are not 
careful, we can let the scale of 
these issues daunt us, driving 
us to complacency rather than 
doing our parts individually to 
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make our nation a place of op- 
portunity for all people. 

While there are many im- 
pactful ways to enact change 
and make voices heard, there 
are also small and individual 
ways that should be considered. 
There is no simple fix to such 
a complex issue, but we can be 
more conscious of how we hold 
our views and how we allow 
them to affect our actions. 

We need to first recognize 
that we hold biases against 
those who are different from us. 
Listening to one another in or- 
der to gain more understanding 
is the first step to creating last- 
ing change. 

It can be uncomfortable to 
feel like the odd one out in a 
group of people who share one 
factor in common such as reli- 
gion, culture, or financial sta- 
tus, yet this discomfort is worth 
the benefits of personal growth 
and relational healing that can 
come as a result. 

Having a humble demean- 
or and being willing to learn 
and experience the perspectives 
and customs of those who differ 
greatly from yourself is reward- 
ing for everyone involved.. 

It is so important to push our- 
selves into cross-cultural or het- 
erogeneous relationships, even 
if that is at the price of our own 
comfort. 

Conversely, we need to be 
gracious in welcoming others 
in and explaining to others who 
are genuinely trying and desir- 
ing to listen and understand our 
own worldviews or contexts. 

Rather than shaming others 
for not understanding where we 
are coming from, in many cas- 
es, it is much more helpful to 
graciously explain. 

The issue of disproportionate 
privilege is deep and well-root- 
ed in our country, but we do a 
disservice by losing hope in our 
ability to create change in our- 
selves and in our communities. 

While simply recognizing 
your own biases or making a 
few heterogeneous friendships 
is not going to magically fix 
our nation overnight, it is cru- 
cial to observe and understand 
the ways that our mindsets and 
actions can affect not only those 
around us, but our nation as a 
whole. 
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Unconventional Valentine’s date ideas 


Here are some out of the 
ordinary venues to visit 
with your boo. 


DANIEL VENEGAS 
OLIVIA HAWKINS 
Asst. Editor 


Valentine’s Day is a holiday 
that gives us the opportunity to 
celebrate that special someone 
in our lives. This usually in- 
volves flowers, fine dining and 
some good old-fashioned ro- 
mance in the bedroom. 

While those are all fine and 
dandy — especially the sex — 
following the same routine ev- 
ery Valentine’s Day can get 
a bit repetitive, especially if 
you’ve been with your partner 
for a long time. So why not mix 
it up with something a little out 
of the ordinary? 

Orange County and its sur- 
rounding environments are 
filled with a variety of activ- 
ities to do on Valentine’s Day 
that break the mold. With that 
in mind, here are six unconven- 
tional Valentine’s date ideas for 
those looking to spice things 


up. 


Cupid’s Night Out at the 
Orange County Great Park 

Want to give your Valentine’s 
Day a throwback flair? Luckily, 
the Orange County Great Park 
is throwing a swing party. For 
$40, couples can get a swing 
dance lesson at the Atomic 
Ballroom. After learning how 
to shake a leg, the shindig con- 
tinues with a live band so you 
can swing your date like it’s 
the 1920s. They also throw ina 
commemorative photo. 

The Great Park also offers 
a romantic balloon ride hun- 
dreds of feet above ground, so 
you can kick the day off with a 
beautiful view of Orange Coun- 
ty. Registration is first come, 
first served, but you can do it 
on the day of. 


Night Dive at the Aquarium 
of the Pacific 

Feel like dancing the night 
away without all that jazz? 
Why not party with fish at 
the Aquarium of the Pacific 


Lifestyle 5 


in Long Beach? During their 
Night Dive events, the aquari- 
um dials up the nightlife with a 
mixture of music and drinks. 

For the Valentine’s Day Night 
Dive, they are going all-in with 
two bands and four DJs to keep 
the jams going throughout the 
night. The event includes on- 
site food trucks and drinks so 
you don’t have to leave the par- 
ty if you get parched from all 
the dancing. It’s $19.95 per per- 
son, but members have free 
access. 


Valentine’s Yoga Workshop 
at the Caturday Lounge 

If you feel like working up a 
sweat by yourself or with your 
partner without the high-key 
setting of the two events list- 
ed above, the Caturday Cat and 
Kitten Lounge is offering a 
yoga workshop. For those who 
are unfamiliar, this lounge is 
filled with cute kittens that pa- 
trons can play with. Best of all, 
the cats are adoptable. 

The yoga workshop is an hour 


long, and instructors will be fo- 
cusing on poses that “awak- 
en The Heart Chakra (‘Anaha- 
ta’).” Afterward, visitors can 
cool down with complimentary 
drinks and cuddle up with some 
adorable cats. The yoga session 
is $45 for two people, and res- 
ervations are required due to 
limited space. 


Break Stuff at the Rage 
Ground 

Let’s be real — sometimes 
your partner can get on your 
nerves. While Valentine’s Day 
is the day of love, it can some- 
times be hard to really en- 
joy the day if you are still up- 
set with them. Why not work 
through your frustrations to- 
gether by smashing a room to 
pieces? 

Don’t trash your own place. 
The Rage Ground in downtown 
Los Angeles lets you reserve a 
room to do just that. Packages 
start at $130.49 for two, and it 
gets you 25 minutes to smash a 
room filled with several types 
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of items. For a little more mon- 
ey, you can bring a box of your 
own stuff to smash. Safety gear 
and toys to destroy the items 
are included. 


Ghost Hunting - Dining 
with the Spirits at the Queen 
Mary 

For those feeling as though a 
simple dinner is not enough for 
this Valentine’s Day, the Queen 
Mary is hosting a rather spooky 
experience. Join high-society 
members aboard the infamous 
ship for a night of first-class 
dining followed by the Para- 
normal Ship Walk Tour. On 
the two-hour tour, guests visit 
paranormal hot spots and dive 
deep into the ship’s haunted 
past. 

This is a rather pricey expe- 
rience, coming in at $143 a per- 
son. However, the Queen Mary 
offers a two-hour Paranormal 
Ship Walk tour without the 
dinner for $52 a person. The 
tour is down the marina from 
the Aquarium of the Pacific, 


so if you and your date want 
more things to do, the option is 
there. 


Sushi Making Class 

Get hands-on this Valentine’s 
Day with a sushi making class. 
Make your favorite roll and im- 
press your date, friends or even 
yourself with your sushi-chef 
skills. Join Chef Craig on Sun- 
day, Feb. 16 in Orange and 
learn how to make a tradition- 
al California roll and a spicy 
ahi tuna roll. Never made sushi 
before? No problem. This is an 
entry-level class that welcomes 
both beginners and seasoned 
master chefs. The class starts at 
11 a.m. and goes for two hours, 
so once you and your date are 
done, you still have the rest of 
your day to plan more roman- 
tic activities. You must be 21 
or older to attend, and the class 
is $49 per person. Learn some 
new cooking skills this Valen- 
tine’s Day and share a one-of- 
a-kind moment in the kitchen 
with your special someone. 


Advocating self-care with 


Titanwell hosts a 
monthly event to help 
students de-stress. 


ELIZABETH TOVAR 
JIYO CAYABYAB 
Staff Writers 


Before the full force of the sun 
shined on campus and thousands 
of students rushed to their class- 
es, the early risers got the chance 
to play with some four-legged 
friends. 

Titanwell hosted its month- 
ly Animal Therapy session yes- 
terday at the Student Wellness 
patio. Animal Therapy gives 


students a new way to de-stress 
from the challenges they face at 
school. 

“As students, we get so caught 
up in being focused on when the 
next paper is due — when our 
next exam is — but pet therapy 
allows us to really take in the 
moment, live in the moment and 
just pause,” said Angelika Sann, 
a social work graduate student. 

After signing a liability form, 
everyone is welcome to spend 
time with the animals. In order 
to make the animals feel safe, 
groups are limited to 2-3 people 
at a time. Each animal has a han- 
dler with them at all times whois 
happy to answer any questions 


visitors the 
animals. 

“I believe that it’s a good way 
to advocate self-care, which is 
really important for college stu- 
dents,” Tiffany Nguyen said. “It’s 
our stress reliever because now 
school is getting harder.” 

Titanwell is focused on giving 
their students and faculty mem- 
bers the best resources they can 
for mental health, which includes 
picking the right animal therapy 
organization to team up with. 

“Pet Partners and Animal 
Health Foundation have very 
high standards. They’re one of 
the few organizations that are al- 
lowed to be around children. So 


may have about 
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Henry, a golden retriever from Pet Partners, a nonprofit organization, sits in front of the Student Wellness patio. 


animal therapy 


we figured Cal State Fullerton 
deserves the best,’ said Gloria 
Flores, peer health educator at 
the wellness center. 

Pet Partners is a_nonprof- 
it organization with more than 
10,000 volunteers that offer an- 
imal-assisted therapy to diverse 
facilities such as hospitals and 
rehabilitation centers. 

The Animal Health Founda- 
tion is a charity organization that 
works together with the Cali- 
fornia Veterinary Medical As- 
sociation to improve the health 
and well-being of animals by 
supporting and promoting ani- 
mal-related activities. 

People wanting to become Pet 
Partner volunteers go through 
a screening process where the 
AHF assesses the interested ap- 
plicants. The pet and pet-owner 
are viewed as a unified “team”; 
therefore, both must pass the 
screening process together. The 
test depends largely on the pet. 

Jen McCormick, a therapy an- 
imal handler, registered her jet- 
black mini-rex rabbit, Moana, af- 
ter being told that Moana would 
make a good therapy animal. 

Before Moana helped the men- 
tal health of Titans, her partner 
saved her from a high-kill shel- 
ter. Moana had a mangled leg 
when Jenn adopted her, but she 
got help from SomeBunny Rab- 
bit Rescue for an amputation. 

“It’s very different from what 
dogs have to do. The dogs have 
to know how to sit, stay and leave 
it. The rabbits have to be calm. 
This is not normal for a rabbit. 
Rabbits, because they’re prey 
animals, they don’t like to be 
touched or picked up,” McCor- 
mick said. 

The prey mentality makes rab- 
bits unlikely therapy animals; 
however, Moana is one of 150 


registered rabbits with Pet Part- 
ners. Her velvet-soft fur and big, 
entrancing eyes made her a big 
hit with students. 

The student wellness center 
introduced animal therapy be- 
tween 2015 and 2016. The posi- 
tive reactions from students have 
motivated the center to provide 
more animals. 

“We like the simplicity of it, 
so we try to keep it that way but 
decided to bring more animals 
because more people were com- 
ing,” Flores said. 

Student Wellness workers 
look forward to seeing the stu- 
dents’ reactions with the therapy 
animals. 

“First, [the students] come in 
and they come out and the reac- 
tion to all the animals is really 
rewarding,” said Sabrina Gonza- 
lez, a peer health educator. 

All forms of mental health 
care are equally important. Even 
if some methods like animal 
therapy seem small in compar- 
ison to more formal ones, like 
one-on-one therapy, every step 
counts. 

According to CRC Health, 
some of the benefits from ani- 
mal-assisted therapy can include 
a decrease in feelings of anxi- 
ety, loneliness and grief. It can 
also improve focus and attention, 
as well as offer an alternative to 
those who are resistant to other 
forms of treatment. 

“Things like this are very im- 
portant for us to have access to. I 
feel like people don’t realize that 
even just petting animals is very 
therapeutic,” said Sarah Stahl, a 
social work graduate student. 

Almost 40% of college stu- 
dents struggle with mental health 
issues; therefore, they can benefit 
the most from something as sim- 
ple as petting animals. 
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Wanderlust takes hold today 
and you are motivated to 
expand your mind. Taking a 
class, reading, meditating, or 
traveling could appeal to you. 
It’s important for you to share 


LEISUR 


SAVE-THE-DATE 


N 
ES 


(Mar. 21- 
Apr. 19) 


Feb 11: Ducks vs. Blues at Honda Center this experience with someone. 
Feb 13: Women’s Basketball UCI vs CSUF ; 

AU Intense experiences allow 

Feb 14: Talich Quartet RUS you to get in touch with your 

senses today. Studying the 

Feb 21: President’s Day (Campus Closed) Mer 20) occult or psychology could 


be on your agenda. You’re 
determined to devote more 
thought to life. 


You’re forced to 
acknowledge the tides of 
change and this realization 
could cast a fog over part of 
the day. 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


S U D O K U PROVIDED BY dailysudoku.com 


Although you've enjoyed 
your time with a gifted 
individual, they seem 
determined to move on to 
greener pastures. 


AN 
CER 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


You put a lot of effort into your 
work today. Your nurturing 
approach inspires people to 
have enthusiasm and faith in 
their own abilities, so don’t be 
surprised if you’re asked to 
assume leadership of a team. 


| £0 


(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


on recreation or romance. 
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IB 
RA 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


It could be difficult to move 
forward on a decision today. 
Endlessly weighing the pros 
and cons gets you nowhere and 
this feeling of stagnation makes 


you crave physical activity. 


COR 
PIO 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


AGITT 


ARIUS 


(Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21) 


APRI 


CORN 


(Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 


QUA 


RIUS 


lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


IS 
CEs 


(Feb. 19 - 
Mar. 20) 


You could have to contend 
with frustrating circumstances 


in your immediate 
environment today. Your 
neighborhood, siblings, or 


local commute can become a 
source of major annoyance. 


Although there has been 
some trouble with your 
personal possessions and 
finances lately, you are 
being given a golden 
opportunity to make a 
fresh start now. 


For most of the day, 
you'll be dealing with 
some heavy feelings that 
make it harder to work 
with others. It’s perfectly 
appropriate to allow 
yourself some solitude. 


You’re inclined to 
engage in activities 

with friends and groups 
today. Being surrounded 
by supportive, optimistic 
people fuels your own 
enthusiasm. 


You have an opportunity to 
advance your career and 
reputation today. Don’t lend 
credence to anyone who 
accuses of you of being too 
ambitious. 


Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of 
the Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan, 
with the location and your full name for a chance to win! 


Ov 


www.titanshops.com 


Last Week’ s WINNER 


Last Week’s Location: Langsdolf Hall Stairs 


SONG OF THE DAY 


Tune In 
Spendtime Palace 


The perfect song to chil 


out and tap to the rhythm. 


goofy little things 


coo 


tats of the sky coo 


that one has a knife? 


could beat you up | 


SOLIPSISM III 


BY: 


ALEX BOSSERMAN 


A portal to a new 
world opens, 


Run or you'll miss it. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, BABY! You have helped to 
make this such a beautiful time in my life, filled with 
growth and love. | feel like the luckiest girl in the world to 
call you mine. There are many more years and memories 
to come our way!! Xoxo, Your Valentine, B 


tine’s Day to MY 


Happy Valentins es 
ite person In 
ee world. | love you and all 


d laughter you bring 


joy an na | 
ine a life every a : ; » 
never-ending binges Os unger ! ; 
tittest kitchen an’ oy 2 a , 

fe ual) salmon nig! set my 


dinner date until 


the world ends. <3 Makenzie 


know for Sure 
the rest of m 
My side, 


though is that 1’ . 
Y life trying oe I'm More than will] 


Love 
Amy 


BRR!) ictal PALS | Tata 
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akan im 0 OT at We were painting 


To my very spe 


urts. 
walls and basketbal Site tid we know we d 


me friends 
We beca re married. 177 happy 


d thankful that you are 


become one. 
than friends today we 
to be your husband an 


my wife. 
Ciao 4 My love for you is a monotonically 
Ore Mi increasing unbounded function! | love 
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has b Jo = 
’ Dein 
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S? 9 tr 6653 
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Dear Josh, 


| love you dude. You stick by me through thick and thin. 
You never judge me. You are the best friend boyfriend cli- 


che | have wanted my whole life. Your kindness inspires me weetheart — THEN & NOW! 
every day to be the best version of myself. Thank you for To my college § ce JCN 

everything you do and continue to do for me, for yourself, Love ya Prez, ‘ 

and for us. 
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Fullerton set to face cross-county rival 


Women’s basketball 
begins a three-game road 
trip against UC Irvine. 


TREVOR VERNOLA 


KEITH KRIKORIAN 
Staff Writers 


The Cal State Fullerton women’s 
basketball team will head into ene- 
my territory today as they travel to 
UC Irvine for a Big West matchup 
at 7 p.m. 

The team will attempt to build 
off the momentum from their 71-61 
victory over UC Riverside on Sat- 
urday evening. UC Irvine is also 
coming off a recent victory as they 


took down first place UC Davis in a 
73-68 win. 

The Titans currently sit in fourth 
place in the Big West Conference, 
with an overall record of 12-9 and 
a conference record of 4-4. UC Ir- 
vine is currently in a three-way tie 
for last and has an overall record of 
7-16, with a 3-6 record in confer- 
ence play. 

Fullerton prioritized their de- 
fense in the first quarter of their 
game against UC Riverside, which 
allowed them to hold a lead the en- 
tire game. Head coach Jeff Harada 
said the team was focused on de- 
fending early on to avoid having 
to come from behind later in the 
game. 


“Tt’s really important we had to 
set the tone early with our defense. 
We wanted to get up and down in 
our transition offense. We wanted 
to get them down and make them 
play from behind. We just need to 
set the tone and get a quick start,” 
Harada said. 

The Titans intend to keep the 
same mentality in their upcoming 
game against Irvine. 

CSUF players to look out for to- 
night include Taylor Turney and 
Raina Perez, who scored a com- 
bined 43 points in their most recent 
game against Riverside. Freshman 
forward Megan Nieto came into 
her own last game, netting a ca- 
reer-high 13 points, so she could 


play a strong role coming off the 
bench. 

Fullerton is the best-scoring team 
in the conference, averaging 69.6 
points a game, which is 2.5 points 
higher than Big West conference 
leader UC Davis. 

Last season, UC Irvine limited 
Perez to 27 total points over two 
games. If Irvine continues to suc- 
cessfully limit Perez’s shooting op- 
portunities this season, look for an 
increase in her 86 total assists. 

CSUF continued their effi- 
cient shooting in the last game, 
outshooting their overall clip of 
44.2%, which leads the Big West 
Conference. 

UC Irvine has the second-worst 


rebound margin per game at -6.9. 
CSUF could take 6-foot-2-inch 
sophomore Madison Freemon and 
6-foot-3-inch sophomore Janette 
Mensah off of the bench to expose 
UC Irvine’s weakness. 

Fullerton will need to lock down 
Irvine’s senior guard and top scor- 
er, Lauren Saiki. Saiki is coming 
off of four consecutive appearances 
in which she has scored at least 14 
points. 

Today’s meeting will be the first 
time the two Big West teams face 
off this season. 

UC Irvine will make their way 
to the Titan Gym on March 7 for 
CSUPF’s final game of the regular 
season. 


Raina Perez driving to the basket against UC Santa Barbara on Jan. 25 at Titan Gym. 
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Column: XFL changes viewers’ experiences 


Sideline interviews and 
revamped rules set new 
league apart from NFL. 


JOSE FLORES 
Asst. Editor 


The XFL kicked off its inau- 
gural season with a new eight- 
team league Saturday, and it 
was a breath of fresh air for the 
world of football. 

After the Xtreme  Foot- 
ball League failed to make it 
to a second season in the ear- 
ly 2000s and the Alliance of 
American Football fell short 
of even finishing one season 
last year, the new and improved 
XFL is here to fulfill our spring 
football needs. After one week 
of play, the future is looking 
bright. 


The XFL, led by CEO and 
commissioner Oliver Luck, 
suited up eight teams for the 
first season: the Dallas Rene- 
gades, D.C. Defenders, Hous- 
ton Roughnecks, New York 
Guardians, St. Louis Battle- 
hawks, Seattle Dragons, Tam- 
pa Bay Vipers and Los Angeles 
Wildcats. 

The league plans to play a 
10-week regular season with 
one round of playoffs, which 
will end the year with a cham- 
pionship game on April 26. 

For a second football league 
to succeed, it needs to be 
unique in ways the NFL is 
not. With the XFL, there is 
no shortage of originality. For 
starters, the XFL has imple- 
mented many new rules to 
make the game safer, faster and 
more entertaining. 


The kickoff is one of the 
most dangerous plays in foot- 
ball, but the XFL’s safer kickoff 
has everyone talking. 

The kicking team lines up on 
the return side’s 35-yard line, 
and the return team lines up on 
their 30-yard line. The kicker 
sets up at the opposite 30-yard 
line as the returner awaits a 
kick that must go past the 20- 
yard line. Only when the return- 
er has touched the kicked foot- 
ball can the two teams engage 
so the play can commence. 

The XFL has also removed 
the traditional extra point-af- 
ter attempt and replaced it with 
an option that allows teams to 
make a one-point attempt from 
the two yard-line, a two-point 
attempt from the five yard- 
line or a three-point attempt 
from the 10-yard line. This 


change allows teams to come 
back from larger deficits, and it 
opens up more strategic plays. 

Allowing two forward pass- 
es if the first pass does not 
cross the line of scrimmage 
and changing overtime play to 
more closely resemble a hock- 
ey or soccer shootout are just a 
few more rule changes the XFL 
has implemented to differenti- 
ate themselves from the NFL. 

However, what has really 
caught people’s attention is how 
the XFL allows viewers to ex- 
perience a football game like 
never before. 

In the first game of open- 
ing weekend, Seattle  visit- 
ed D.C., and D.C. kicker Ty 
Rausa scored the first points 
in the XFL when he made a 
34-yard field goal in the first 
quarter. Just a quarter later, 
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Rausa was called on again to 
kick from 35-yards out. Short- 
ly after missing wide left, Rau- 
sa was approached by ESPN for 
a sideline interview. Rausa was 
not interviewed after a routine 
make, but he was being filmed, 
so millions watched his live re- 
action to his first XFL miss. 

Moments like Rausa’s side- 
line interview are ones that we 
are not accustomed to seeing 
while watching football. Quar- 
terbacks explaining intercep- 
tions, running backs reacting 
after fumbling the ball and de- 
fenders celebrating after scor- 
ing a touchdown are a few of 
the sideline interviews the XFL 
is permitting. 

Alongside in-the-moment 
sideline interviews, the XFL 
broadcasts will also cut away to 
live conversations between the 
coaches and the quarterback. 
That’s right, the XFL has all 
the coaches mic’d up so viewers 
can hear the plays being called 
for offense and defense in real 
time. 

Even members of the offici- 
ating crew are hooked up with 
mics. If a flag is being dis- 
cussed or a play is being re- 
viewed, the broadcast will 
share those live discussions be- 
tween officials and the replay 
booth. This is all in an effort 
to revolutionize the viewing 
experience and make the XFL 
unique and exciting. 

With all of these exhilarat- 
ing changes to the game, many 
hope this is the league that 
will finally stick around as the 
counterpart to the NFL. How- 
ever, the amount of money the 
XFL brings in will ultimately 
decide its fate, and with 17,000 
fans in attendance and 2.9 mil- 
lion viewers watching from 
home during the opening week- 
end, the numbers are looking 
good. Here’s hoping that, for 
the love of football, these num- 
bers are sustainable and the 
XFL makes it past the honey- 
moon phase. 
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